
COURSE SYLLABUS – HON 299AF 

Race and Crime 

Plassmann 211 

Spring 2021 

 
Section 001 

Tuesday, Thursday 2:30pm – 3:45pm 

 

 

Instructor: Dr. Samantha M. Gavin, Ph.D. 

Office: Plassmann A1 

Phone: 1-716-375-2483 

Email: sgavin@sbu.edu 

Student Office Hours: Please email to schedule a Zoom meeting. 

 Zoom Office Hours ID: 922 8842 9120 

 Zoom Office Hours Password: Gavin 

 

 

Course Description: This course focuses on the significance of race and ethnicity to the 

criminal justice system and criminal offending. 

 

 

Course Objectives: Students will be able to: 

1. Discuss the significant impact race has within the criminal justice system. 

2. Discuss how race and ethnicity have played a key factor in policing, courts, and 

corrections, separately. 

3. Discuss how race and ethnicity have influenced the criminal justice system throughout 

U.S. history to present day. 

4. Analyze media portrayals of race and ethnicity in the criminal justice system and explain 

how media portrayals influence societal perceptions. 

 

 

Program Outcomes: Upon successful completion of the Criminology and/or Sociology program 

at St. Bonaventure University, graduates will be able to: 

1. Identify, apply, and analyze components of research methodology. 

2. Identify, apply, and analyze theoretical paradigms. 

3. Apply and synthesize criminological and sociological knowledge outside the classroom. 

 

 

Required Text 

 

LeBlanc, A. N. (2012). Random family: Love, drugs, trouble, and coming of age in the Bronx. 

New York: Scribner. 

 



Supplemental required readings and additional materials are posted on the Moodle course 

website. 

 

It is recommended you have a Netflix account for this course. Some of the assigned movies are 

on Netflix. 

 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

Assignments: 945 total points allotted as follows: 

 Syllabus Quiz (10 points) 

 Class Attendance (125 points) 

 Class Participation (100 points) 

 Discussion Questions (120 points) 

 Book Analyses (60 points) 

 Random Family Discussion (30 points) 

 Film Analyses (150 points) 

 Changing Race and Crime Project (150 points) 

 Exams (200 points) 

 

 

Syllabus Quiz (10 points) 

A quiz pertaining to the syllabus will be given after the add/drop period ends. The quiz will 

demonstrate if you have read through the course syllabus or not. Reading through the syllabus is 

key to successfully completing the class. The quiz will be provided on the Moodle course 

website. It is ten (10) questions long, and you will have 10 minutes to complete the quiz. The 

syllabus quiz is due Tuesday January 25th by 11:59pm. 

 

Note: You will not have access to any of the course materials (i.e., Power Point lectures, 



class attendance, by attending all 27 classes. If you arrive late to class (more than 10 minutes 

after class starts), or leave halfway through class, you will receive only 3 attendance points 

for that class. 

 

Excused absences are identified as late registration (week one), illness, COVID (including 

testing positiv
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answer specific questions. Additionally, you are required to create two questions you had while 

reading each assigned section. 
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Along with the paper, you are required to give a presentation on one way in which the race – 

criminal justice system relationship could be improved upon. In doing so, explain what needs to 

be changed and why, how you would fix the issue, and why/how such changes would bring 

about improvement. The presentation is worth 50 points. Class presentations are Saturday May 

7th by 8:00am. Presentations are due via Moodle by this deadline. If there is an issue with 

Moodle, please e-mail me (sgavin@sbu.edu) the assignment by the deadline instead. A detailed 

description of this assignment, both paper and presenting, along with a grading rubric for each, 

are provided on Moodle.  

Note: No late changing race and crime projects, paper nor presentation, will be accepted. 
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TENTATIVE COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

Date Topic Readings Due Assignments Due 

 

 

Tuesday January 18th   

 

Review Syllabus 

 

Ice Breaker 

 

  

 

Thursday January 20th  

 

Defining Race and 

Crime 

 

 

Read: Steffensmeier et 

al. (2011) 

 

DQ #1 

 

Tuesday January 25th 

 

Theoretical 

Explanations – Critical 

Race Theory and Strain 

Theory 

 

 

Read: Rios (2012) 
 

DQ #2 

 

Syllabus Quiz due by 

11:59pm 

 

Thursday January 27th  

 

Theoretical 

Explanations – Social 

Disorganization Theory 

and Social Learning 

Theory 

 

 

Read: Logan (2003) 
 

DQ #3 

 

Tuesday February 1st  

 

 

Historical Overview 

 

Read: Jim Crow Laws 

 

Watch 13th 

(Netflix or YouTube) 

 

 

DQ #4 

 

 

 

Thursday February 3rd  

 

 

Historical Overview 

 

Watch Free State of 

Jones 

(YouTube – Rent) 

  

DQ #5 

 

Film Analysis #1 due 

by 11:59pm 

 

 

Tuesday February 8th  

 

 

Present Day Overview 

– The Newark Riots 

and Rodney King Riots 

 

 

Watch LA 92  

(YouTube – NatGeo 

Free Version) 

 

DQ #6 

 

 

 

Thursday February 10th  

 

 

Present Day Overview 

– BLM 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Tuesday February 15th  



 

Thursday March 24th 

 

 

Courts – Prosecution 

and Sentencing 

 

 

Read: Western & Pettit 

(2002) 

 

DQ #10 

 

Tuesday March 29th 

 

 

Courts – Death Penalty 

 

Read: Banner (2002) 
 

DQ #11 

 

Thursday March 31st 

 

 

Corrections – Mass 

Incarceration and the 

War on Drugs 

 

  

 

 

Tuesday April 5th  

 

 

Random Family 

Discussion 

 

 

Read: Random Family 

Part 2: Lockdown and 

Part 3: Upstate 

 

 

Book Analysis



 

Thursday May 5th 

 

 

Class Activity – 

American Skin (41 

Shots) 

 

  

 

Saturday May 7th 

8:00am – 10:30am  

 

Presentations 

  

Changing Race and 

Crime Project (Paper 

and Presentation) 

 

 

 


